Rails and trails
Climb aboard the 11:30am departure from Glenmark Station, arriving into Waikari Station at 12:15pm. After
viewing the locomotive turn on the turntable and checking out the historic station building, cross the road and head
down the willow-lined Waikari Village Walkway.
A short stroll down the walkway leads you to a yellow sign pointing towards the ridgeline. This is the beginning of
the 1½ hour return Weka Pass Historic Reserve walkway across farmland to a large limestone overhang shelter,
containing examples of ancient Maori rock art in vivid kokowai clay.
The subjects of their drawings were simple human figures, fish and dogs. Some drawings are more imaginative;
others are little more than scribbles. Please note the walkway is closed during the lambing season in August.
After a bite to eat in one of Waikari’s great food outlets, climb aboard the 3:10pm departure back to your car at
Glenmark.

An afternoon family escape
Invite the whole family along for an afternoon out in North Canterbury. Invite the grandparents too – they may be
eligible for a GoldCard discount on this afternoon trip.
Climb aboard the 2:00pm departure from Glenmark Station. Enjoy a heritage train ride through the scenic Weka
Pass from the open air viewing decks, or from the heated carriages if the sun’s not out.
A 25 minute stopover at Waikari allows just enough time for an icecream and the all-important photo next to the
turntable! Climb aboard at 3:10pm for your return journey.
Perhaps you could call into the Amberley Domain on your way home? The large domain has a playground and a
huge slide, and there’s a couple of great fish and chip shops and dairies nearby for a late afternoon treat!

On your bike
Climb aboard the 11:30am departure from Glenmark Station, placing your bike into the guards van with the help of
a friendly staff member. After an enjoyable scenic train ride arriving into Waikari Station at 12:15pm, enjoy a couple
of hours on the rural roads and pathways. Wide roads and a path along Princes Street in the village make for a safe
cycling adventure for all ages.
More enthusiastic cyclists may wish to travel further afield. Pyramid Valley and Hawarden are both less than 10km
(each way) from Waikari Station through easy country.
Clamber back onboard the train, perhaps after a cold drink at one of the Waikari outlets, at 3:10pm. Rest your legs
and enjoy the hills roll by. Please note that while there is no additional cost to carry your bike in the guards van,
there is limited space. We cannot normally carry more than 5 bikes at a time.
There are also a number of scenic roads for cycling around Waipara if the van is full, as well as the Waipara Vineyard
Trail. We request that you push your bikes on our platforms and that you do not bring them into our buildings.

Wine and Food
The Waipara Valley is a hotspot for foodies and wine enthusiasts, with an international reputation. Why not explore
what the region has to offer on the Waipara Vineyard Trail?
Walk or cycle through world-class vineyards and historic farms, visit cellar doors and dine at winery restaurants;
experience Greening Waipara Biodiversity Trails and other activities in the area. The trail is designed for everyone,
young or old!
Afterwards, climb aboard the 2:00pm departure from Glenmark to see the vineyards from a different angle. Once
the train has climbed out of the Valley, you’ll see some very different (but equally stunning!) limestone scenery.
Return back to Glenmark on the 3:10pm departure from Waikari after a short stopover.
You may want to consider hiring a coach or minivan for the day. For larger groups, you may want to privately hire
your train for even more flexibility – see the Train Hire page for more details.

Break up the drive home from Hanmer Springs
If you’ve spent the weekend at Hanmer Springs or Nelson, you may want to break up the drive back with a heritage
train ride! Not only is the train ride a better way to see the scenery, it’s a lot more fun than the car too!
We offer one way fares, so drop off the kids and a supervisor at Waikari Station, and meet them at Glenmark 35
minutes later. Trains depart Waikari for Glenmark at 1:00pm and 3:10pm.
To include the whole family, you might consider a return train ride from either Waikari (departing at 1:00pm) or
Glenmark (departing at 11:30am or 2:00pm).
Note that the 3:10pm departure from Waikari is the last train of the day, and does not return to Waikari.

Explore the Hurunui
Grab the keys and head north for a day in the Hurunui.
There are a number of scenic and cultural attractions in the region without needing to travel too far.
Gore Bay and Motunau Beach are popular picnic spots along the Pacific Coast. Both have a number of scenic
walkways to explore, and of course there’s the beach. The famous Hurunui Hotel is located just a few minutes’ drive
from Waikari station.
Why not ride on the 11:30am train from Glenmark returning on the 1:00pm train out of Waikari after lunch, before
setting off to one of these coastal hideaways?
The Waipara Gorge is also a very scenic spot that may be slightly closer to home.

